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To: Senator Dela Cruz, Chair  
Senator Keith-Agaran, Vice Chair   

        Senate Committee on Ways and Means   
   
Re: SB 2823 SD1, Relating to education 

10:10 AM, March 3, 2022  
  
Chair Dela Cruz, Vice Chair Keith-Agaran, and committee members,    

On behalf of HCAN Speaks!, thank you for the opportunity to testify in support of SB 2823 SD1, relating 

to education.  

Incentivizing school psychologist national accreditation will help Hawaiʻi address critical shortages of 

accredited school psychologists and support children and youth with high quality, evidence-based 

practices. The lack of accredited school psychologists has been an on-going issue for our state but the 

impact of the pandemic on children’s well-being highlights why now is the time to address it.  

The American Academy of Pediatrics, American Academy of Child and Adolescent Psychiatry, and 

Children’s Hospital Association declared a National State of Emergency in Children’s Mental Health in 

October 2021.1 To help reduce the increased rates of anxiety, depression, and potential suicides that 

occurred since 2020, the Surgeon General recommends ensuring all children have access to high-quality 

and culturally competent mental health care in schools and other community-based settings.2,3   

Currently, some school psychologists in Hawaiʻi are covering more than 1,500 children at a time. 

Incentivizing accreditation may attract additional school psychologists. We expect that children and 

youth will continue to face difficulties because of the pandemic in the future and passing SB 2823 now 

will help ensure we have the resources when they’re needed.  

For these reasons, HCAN Speaks! respectfully requests the Committee to support this measure.  

Thank you, 

Kathleen Algire  

Director of Early Learning and Health Policy  

 
1 American Academy of Pediatrics, https://www.aap.org/en/advocacy/child-and-adolescent-healthy-mental-
development/aap-aacap-cha-declaration-of-a-national-emergency-in-child-and-adolescent-mental-health/ 
2 NBC, June 11, 2021, Youth suicide attempts soared during pandemic, CDC report says, 
https://www.nbcnews.com/news/us-news/youth-suicide-attempts-soared-during-pandemic-cdc-report-says-
n1270463 
3 The U.S Surgeon General’s Advisory, 2021, Protecting Youth Mental Health, 
https://www.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/surgeon-general-youth-mental-health-advisory.pdf 



 

 

   
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Committee on Ways and Means  
Senator Donovan Dela Cruz, Chair 
Senator Gilbert Keith-Agaran, Vice Chair 
 
March 3, 2022 
 
Dear Chair Dela Cruz, Vice Chair Keith-Agaran, and Members of the Committee, 
 
We support SB 2823 SD1, which establishes a school psychologist national certification incentive program.  
 
HE’E Coalition believes that social-emotional learning (SEL) is essential for the teaching and learning of our 
students. Qualified school psychologists help provide critical SEL supports. Just as teachers have a national 
certification incentive program, so should our school psychologists. There should be parity among all educators.  
 
Hui for Excellence in Education, or “HEʻE,” promotes a child-centered and strength-based public education system 
in which families, communities and schools are valued and empowered to help every student succeed. HE‘E works 
to bring diverse stakeholders together to harness collective energy, share resources, and identify opportunities for 
progressive action in education. 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to testify. Our support represents a 75% consensus or more of our voting 
membership.   
 
Sincerely, 
 
Cheri Nakamura 
HE‘E Coalition Director 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  



 

 

 
Academy 21 

American Civil Liberties Union 

Alliance for Place Based Learning 

*Castle Complex Community Council 

Coalition for Children with Special Needs 

Education Institute of Hawaiʻi 

*Faith Action for Community Equity  

Fresh Leadership LLC 

Girl Scouts Hawaii 

Harold K.L. Castle Foundation 

*HawaiiKidsCAN 

*Hawai‘i Afterschool Alliance  

*Hawai‘i Appleseed Center for Law and Economic 
Justice 

*Hawai‘i Association of School Psychologists  

Hawai‘i Athletic League of Scholars 

*Hawai‘i Children’s Action Network  

Hawai‘i Nutrition and Physical Activity Coalition  

Hawaiʻi Scholars for Education and Social Justice 

* Hawai‘i State PTSA 

Hawai‘i State Student Council 

Hawai‘i State Teachers Association 

Hawai‘i P-20 

Hawai‘i 3Rs 

*Hawai‘i Youth Service 

Head Start Collaboration Office 

It’s All About Kids 

*INPEACE 

Joint Venture Education Forum 

Junior Achievement of Hawaii 

Kamehameha Schools  

Kanu Hawai‘i 

Kaua‘i Ho‘okele Council 

Keiki to Career Kaua‘i 

Kupu A‘e 

*Leaders for the Next Generation 

Learning First 

McREL’s Pacific Center for Changing the Odds 

Native Hawaiian Education Council  

Our Public School 

*Pacific Resources for Education and Learning 

*Parents and Children Together 

*Parents for Public Schools Hawai‘i 

Special Education Provider Alliance 

*Teach for America 

The Learning Coalition 

US PACOM 

University of Hawai‘i College of Education 

Voting Members (*) Voting member organizations 
vote on action items while individual and non-voting 
participants may collaborate on all efforts within the 
coalition. 
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TESTIMONY BEFORE THE SENATE COMMITTEE ON WAYS & MEANS 
 

RE: SB 2823, SD1 - RELATING TO EDUCATION 
 

THURSDAY, MARCH 3, 2022 
 

OSA TUI, JR., PRESIDENT 

HAWAII STATE TEACHERS ASSOCIATION 
 

Chair Dela Cruz, and Members of the Committee:  
 

The Hawaii State Teachers Association supports SB 2823, SD1, relating to 

education. This bill amends Chapter 302A of the HRS to add a section that will 

establish within the department a school psychologist national certification incentive 

program.  
 

Mental and behavioral health experts are needed in schools now more than 

ever. This bill will support the recruitment and retention of highly qualified school 

psychologists in our schools. 
 

Recruiting and retaining school psychologists with an NCSP, and promoting eligible 

school psychologists to obtain an NCSP, will benefit our keiki and their families. First 

and foremost, it will support the state’s ongoing efforts to address critical staffing 

shortages. The National Association of School Psychologists recommends a ratio of 1 

school psychologist to every 500 students; however, in Hawaii many school 

psychologists have a ratio of more than 1,500 students. This is unacceptable. 
 

A school psychologist who is nationally certified is legally and ethically required to 

follow uniform national standards guiding the practice of school psychology, which 

includes providing keiki and youth with high quality, evidence-based practices in the 

areas of academic achievement, mental and behavioral health, school and community 

safety, family-school partnerships, and due process protection against malpractice. 
 

School psychologists, especially during these pandemic times, when our teachers need 

them for our students even more than ever, should be better compensated for their 

essential work as mental health professionals. We need to encourage Nationally 

Certified School Psychologists to work at our schools and encourage them to stay at 

our schools, especially those schools with the greatest need. 

  

Accordingly, the Hawaii State Teachers Association asks your committee to support 

this bill. 
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Comments:  

Aloha members of the Senate Committee on Ways and Means, 

I support SB2823 in its amending Chapter 302A of the Hawaiʻi Revised Statutes to establish 

within the department a school psychologist national certification incentive program. Mental and 

behavioral health experts are needed in schools now more than ever. This proposed amendment 

will support the recruitment and retention of highly qualified school psychologists, who are 

mental and behavioral health experts. 

Recruiting and retaining school psychologists with an NCSP, and promoting eligible school 

psychologists to obtain an NCSP, will benefit keiki and their ʻOhana. First and foremost, it will 

support the State’s ongoing efforts to address critical staffing shortages. The National 

Association of School Psychologists recommends a ratio of 1 school psychologist to every 500 

students; however, many school psychologists in the State have more than 1,500 students. 

Equitably allocating stipends for nationally certified staff across all educators will help address 

this shortage, and with additional federal funds available for schools, it is a good time to expand 

the Hawaiʻi Revised Statutes to include school psychologists. Second, a school psychologist who 

is nationally certified is legally and ethically required to follow uniform national standards 

guiding the practice of school psychology, which includes providing keiki and youth with high 

quality, evidence-based practices in the areas of academic achievement, mental and behavioral 

health, school and community safety, family-school partnerships, and due process protection 

against malpractice. 

In closing, I urge the committee to pass SB2823 SD1 as it stands, to provide fair national 

certification bonuses to all eligible educators at a time when educators are taking on more than 

they have ever had to in recent history. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Alec Marentic, Ed.S. 

Nationally Certified School Psychologist 

East Hawaiʻi Public Schools 

Kaʻu, Keaʻau, Pāhoa Complex Area 

 



 

 

March 1, 2022 
Hawaiʻi State Capitol 
415 S Beretania St. 
Honolulu, HI 96813 

 
SB2823 SD1, School Psychologist National Certification Incentive Program 
 
Aloha members of the Senate Committee on Ways and Means, 
 
I support SB2823 SD1 in its amending Chapter 302A of the Hawaiʻi Revised Statutes to establish 
within the department a school psychologist national certification incentive program. Mental and 
behavioral health experts are needed in schools now more than ever. This proposed amendment 
will support the recruitment and retention of highly qualified school psychologists, who are mental 
and behavioral health experts. 
 
Recruiting and retaining school psychologists with an NCSP, and promoting eligible school 
psychologists to obtain an NCSP, will benefit keiki and their ʻOhana. First and foremost, it will 
support the State’s ongoing efforts to address critical staffing shortages. The National Association 
of School Psychologists recommends a ratio of 1 school psychologist to every 500 students; 
however, many school psychologists in the State have more than 1,500 students. Equitably 
allocating stipends for nationally certified staff across all educators will help address this shortage, 
and with additional federal funds available for schools, it is a good time to expand the Hawaiʻi 
Revised Statutes to include school psychologists. Second, a school psychologist who is nationally 
certified is legally and ethically required to follow uniform national standards guiding the practice of 
school psychology, which includes providing keiki and youth with high quality, evidence-based 
practices in the areas of academic achievement, mental and behavioral health, school and 
community safety, family-school partnerships, and due process protection against malpractice. 
 
As a school psychologist with an NCSP, I participate in on-going professional development 
opportunities, which is required for maintain my certification. It encourages maintaining a high 
standard of practice. I feel that this is an important factor to consider to ensure that our keiki are 
being supported by mental and behavioral health experts who hold certifications at the national 
level.  
 
In closing, I am in support of passing bill, SB2823 SD1 to help meet the needs of our students in 
Hawai’i.  
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Jamie Tagomori 



 

 

March 1, 2022 
Hawaiʻi State Capitol 
415 S Beretania St. 
Honolulu, HI 96813 

 
SB2823, School Psychologist National Certification Incentive Program 
 
Aloha members of the Senate Committee on Ways and Means, 
 
I support SB2823 in its amending Chapter 302A of the Hawaiʻi Revised Statutes to establish within 
the department a school psychologist national certification incentive program. Mental and 
behavioral health experts are needed in schools now more than ever. This proposed amendment 
will support the recruitment and retention of highly qualified school psychologists, who are mental 
and behavioral health experts. 
 
Recruiting and retaining school psychologists with an NCSP, and promoting eligible school 
psychologists to obtain an NCSP, will benefit keiki and their ʻOhana. First and foremost, it will 
support the State’s ongoing efforts to address critical staffing shortages. The National Association 
of School Psychologists recommends a ratio of 1 school psychologist to every 500 students; 
however, many school psychologists in the State have more than 1,500 students. Equitably 
allocating stipends for nationally certified staff across all educators will help address this shortage, 
and with additional federal funds available for schools, it is a good time to expand the Hawaiʻi 
Revised Statutes to include school psychologists. Second, a school psychologist who is nationally 
certified is legally and ethically required to follow uniform national standards guiding the practice of 
school psychology, which includes providing keiki and youth with high quality, evidence-based 
practices in the areas of academic achievement, mental and behavioral health, school and 
community safety, family-school partnerships, and due process protection against malpractice. 
 
In order to obtain National Certification, I have had to accrue more financial burden and endure 
more rigorous educational programming with additional credits than are required for School 
Psychologists who only obtain a master’s degree and have not needed to pass licensing exams. 
Therefore, it is imperative that we incentivize all School Psychologists to obtain higher levels of 
training to more incentives to better support our keiki and their ‘Ohana. 
 
In closing, I, Nicole Jones, take this opportunity to testify on SB2823, and urge the legislature to 
pass SB2823 and implement a school psychologist national certification incentive program. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Nicole K. Jones, Ed.S., NCSP 
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